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Hist.Mss.22.1_1 Len Bechtel photograph collection

Summary information

Repository: Mennonite Archives of Ontario

Title: Len Bechtel photograph collection

ID: Hist.Mss.22.1_1

Date: 1942-1944 (date of creation)

Physical description: 51 photographs

Note [generalNote]:
Not all photographs in this file have been scanned and described at
the item level. Close variant photographs and scenic photographs
have largely been omitted. The file in its entirety can be viewed at
the Archives.

Administrative history / Biographical sketch

Note

Born in Waterloo Township; married Nora (Brubacher) in June 1941. Performed Alternative Service in
British Columbia: Emory Creek (summer 1942), Cowichan (1942-1943). Went to Victoria and Vancouver
to work on the portable sawmill project (winter 1942/1943). Returned home in November 1943. After the
war, started L.A. Bechtel Construction and later Preston Building Supply.

Custodial history

Photographs donated to the Archives after an interview with Bechtel conducted for the Alternative Service
in World War II oral history project in 1975.

Scope and content

Consists of photographs taken or collected by Bechtel during his time in Alternative Service.

Mennonite Archives of Ontario  Page 4



Hist.Mss.22.1_1 Len Bechtel photograph collection

Notes

Title notes

Related material

<a href="https://uwaterloo.ca/mennonite-archives-ontario/sound-recordings-oral-history-projects/
alternative-service-world-war-ii-oral-history-project">Alternative Service in World War II oral history
project</a> by David Fransen, 1974-1975, Hist.Mss.22.1, Mennonite Archives of Ontario

Other notes

• Publication status: Published

Access points

• World War, 1939-1945 - Conscientious objectors (subject)
• Alternative Service - British Columbia (subject)
• Conscientious objection - Ontario (subject)
• Conscientious objection - British Columbia (subject)
• Emory Creek Alternative Service Work Camp (Hope, British Columbia) (place)
• Cowichan Alternative Service Work Camp (Lake Cowichan, British Columbia) (place)

Collection holdings

Item: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-1 - Brother Wiens and Brother Sherk

Title: Brother Wiens and Brother Sherk

ID: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-1

Date: 1942 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Left to right: "Bro. Wiens," J. Harold Sherk in front of sign at Emory Creek. "Bro. Wiens" could be
Jacob B. Wiens of Vancouver.

Physical description: 1 photograph

Access points:
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• Sherk, J. Harold, 1903-1974 (subject)
• Alternative Service - British Columbia (subject)
• Conscientious objection - British Columbia (subject)
• World War, 1939-1945 - Conscientious objectors (subject)
• Emory Creek Alternative Service Work Camp (Hope, British Columbia) (place)

Item: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-2 - Foremen at Emory Creek

Title: Foremen at Emory Creek

ID: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-2

Date: 1942 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Caption on back reads: "Foreman Ab[e] Cathcart, Sub-foreman (a full-blooded Indian)."

Physical description: 1 photograph

Access points:

• Cathcart, Abe (subject)
• World War, 1939-1945 - Conscientious objectors (subject)
• Alternative Service - British Columbia (subject)
• Conscientious objection - British Columbia (subject)
• Emory Creek Alternative Service Work Camp (Hope, British Columbia) (place)

Item: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-3 - Alternative Service workers building a stone wall

Title: Alternative Service workers building a stone wall

ID: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-3

Date: [1942 or 1943] (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Caption on back reads: "Building stone wall, and are we busy? L. Cowichan."

Physical description: 1 photograph

Access points:

• World War, 1939-1945 - Conscientious objectors (subject)
• Alternative Service - British Columbia (subject)
• Conscientious objection - British Columbia (subject)
• Cowichan Alternative Service Work Camp (Lake Cowichan, British Columbia) (place)
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Item: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-4 - Train stop along the way to British Columbia

Title: Train stop along the way to British Columbia

ID: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-4

Date: Jun 1942 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Alternative Service workers on the train from Ontario to British Columbia in 1942 take some exercise
at a stop.

Physical description: 1 photograph

Access points:

• World War, 1939-1945 - Conscientious objectors (subject)
• Alternative Service - British Columbia (subject)
• Conscientious objection - British Columbia (subject)
• Canada (place)

Item: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-5 - Mike Bohonoski and Ray Good with saw

Title: Mike Bohonoski and Ray Good with saw

ID: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-5

Date: [1942 or 1943] (date of creation)

Physical description: 1 photograph

Access points:

• Good, Raymond (subject)
• Bohonoski, Mike (subject)
• World War, 1939-1945 - Conscientious objectors (subject)
• Alternative Service - British Columbia (subject)
• Conscientious objection - British Columbia (subject)
• Cowichan Alternative Service Work Camp (Lake Cowichan, British Columbia) (place)

Item: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-6 - Alternative Service workers taking up railway ties

Title: Alternative Service workers taking up railway ties

ID: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-6

Date: [1942 or 1943] (date of creation)

Scope and content:
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Same photograph at CA MAO 1987-6 19. Alternative Service workers tearing up wooden ties from an
old railroad bed to make way for a gravel road.

Physical description: 1 photograph

Access points:

• World War, 1939-1945 - Conscientious objectors (subject)
• Alternative Service - British Columbia (subject)
• Conscientious objection - British Columbia (subject)
• Railroads - Ties (subject)
• Cowichan Alternative Service Work Camp (Lake Cowichan, British Columbia) (place)

Item: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-7 - The tree is falling

Title: The tree is falling

ID: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-7

Date: [1942 or 1943] (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Caption on back reads: "When the tree is falling. Pictures are all the same tree. Boys took their camera
out one day and all took a turn at the same tree to have their pictures taken. Always have the same saw
partner." Photo is of six Alternative Service workers felling a tree. See also Hist.Mss.22.1_1-8, 11 and
27.

Physical description: 1 photograph

Access points:

• World War, 1939-1945 - Conscientious objectors (subject)
• Alternative Service - British Columbia (subject)
• Conscientious objection - British Columbia (subject)
• Logging (subject)
• British Columbia (place)

Item: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-8 - Henry Langeman and Martin Wiens felling a tree

Title: Henry Langeman and Martin Wiens felling a tree

ID: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-8

Date: [1942 or 1943] (date of creation)

Scope and content:
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Left to right: Henry Langeman (Ruthven, Ontario) and Martin Wiens (New Hamburg, Ontario) felling
a tree. Part of a sequence of photographs. See also: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-7,11 and 27.

Physical description: 1 photograph

Access points:

• World War, 1939-1945 - Conscientious objectors (subject)
• Alternative Service - British Columbia (subject)
• Conscientious objection - British Columbia (subject)
• British Columbia (place)

Item: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-9 - Road to Emory Creek camp

Title: Road to Emory Creek camp

ID: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-9

Date: 1942 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Caption on back reads: "On the highway in front of the camp, facing Yale, bridge over Emory Creek
in distance." Roadside sign to the left reads "Emory Lodge."

Physical description: 1 photograph

Access points:

• World War, 1939-1945 - Conscientious objectors (subject)
• Alternative Service - British Columbia (subject)
• Conscientious objection - British Columbia (subject)
• Emory Creek Alternative Service Work Camp (Hope, British Columbia) (place)

Item: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-10 - Irvin Weber with bulldozer

Title: Irvin Weber with bulldozer

ID: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-10

Date: [1942 or 1943] (date of creation)

Physical description: 1 photograph

Access points:

• Weber, Irvin (subject)
• World War, 1939-1945 - Conscientious objectors (subject)
• Alternative Service - British Columbia (subject)
• Conscientious objection - British Columbia (subject)
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• Cowichan Alternative Service Work Camp (Lake Cowichan, British Columbia) (place)

Item: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-11 - Felling a tree

Title: Felling a tree

ID: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-11

Date: [1942 or 1943] (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Caption on back reads: "Andy and Jake Peters pulling in the undercut." Jacob Peters is from
Kitchener, Ontario. "Andy" is possibly Andrew Bowman (Bridgeport, Ontario). See also
Hist.Mss.22.1_1-7,8 and 27.

Physical description: 1 photograph

Access points:

• Bowman, Andrew (Bridgeport, Ontario) (subject)
• Peters, Jake (1916-1999) (subject)
• World War, 1939-1945 - Conscientious objectors (subject)
• Alternative Service - British Columbia (subject)
• Conscientious objection - British Columbia (subject)
• British Columbia (place)

Item: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-12 - Len Bechtel with building he built at Lake Cowichan

Title: Len Bechtel with building he built at Lake Cowichan

ID: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-12

Date: [1942 or 1943] (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Caption on back reads: "Len Bechtel. Oil [sic] house he built at L. Cowichan."

Physical description: 1 photograph

Access points:

• Bechtel, Len (subject)
• World War, 1939-1945 - Conscientious objectors (subject)
• Alternative Service - British Columbia (subject)
• Conscientious objection - British Columbia (subject)
• Cowichan Alternative Service Work Camp (Lake Cowichan, British Columbia) (place)

Mennonite Archives of Ontario  Page 10



Hist.Mss.22.1_1 Len Bechtel photograph collection

Item: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-13 - A fish caught by Ray Good

Title: A fish caught by Ray Good

ID: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-13

Date: [1942 or 1943] (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Caption on back reads: "A steel-head salmon Raymond Good caught on the Robison [Robertson]
river." Ray Good is possibly the man on the left.

Physical description: 1 photograph

Access points:

• Good, Raymond (subject)
• World War, 1939-1945 - Conscientious objectors (subject)
• Alternative Service - British Columbia (subject)
• Conscientious objection - British Columbia (subject)
• Cowichan Alternative Service Work Camp (Lake Cowichan, British Columbia) (place)

Item: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-14 - Ed Roberts, foreman at Cowichan

Title: Ed Roberts, foreman at Cowichan

ID: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-14

Date: [1942 or 1943] (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Ed Roberts, a foreman at the Cowichan Alternative Service camp, listens to the radio.

Physical description: 1 photograph

Access points:

• World War, 1939-1945 - Conscientious objectors (subject)
• Alternative Service - British Columbia (subject)
• Conscientious objection - British Columbia (subject)
• Cowichan Alternative Service Work Camp (Lake Cowichan, British Columbia) (place)

Item: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-15 - Working on a portable saw

Title: Working on a portable saw

ID: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-15

Date: [1942 or 1943] (date of creation)
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Scope and content:

Alternative Service workers designing and testing a portable saw near Vancouver. The saw would be
used to cut wood for the winter due to a fuel shortage. See Hist.Mss.22.1_1-15 to 19.

Physical description: 1 photograph

Note [sourcesDescription]:

Portable saw information from Hist.Mss.22.1.6 Interview with Ray Good, Mennonite Archives of
Ontario

Access points:

• World War, 1939-1945 - Conscientious objectors (subject)
• Alternative Service - British Columbia (subject)
• Conscientious objection - British Columbia (subject)
• Sawmills (subject)
• Vancouver (British Columbia) (place)

Item: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-16 - A portable saw

Title: A portable saw

ID: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-16

Date: [1942 or 1943] (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Alternative Service workers designing and testing a portable saw near Vancouver. The saw would be
used to cut wood for the winter due to a fuel shortage. See Hist.Mss.22.1_1-15 to 19.

Physical description: 1 photograph

Note [sourcesDescription]:

Portable saw information from Hist.Mss.22.1.6 Interview with Ray Good, Mennonite Archives of
Ontario

Access points:

• World War, 1939-1945 - Conscientious objectors (subject)
• Alternative Service - British Columbia (subject)
• Conscientious objection - British Columbia (subject)
• Sawmills (subject)
• Vancouver (British Columbia) (place)

Item: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-17 - A portable saw
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Title: A portable saw

ID: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-17

Date: [1942 or 1943] (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Alternative Service workers designing and testing a portable saw near Vancouver. The saw would be
used to cut wood for the winter due to a fuel shortage. See Hist.Mss.22.1_1-15 to 19.

Physical description: 1 photograph

Note [sourcesDescription]:

Portable saw information from Hist.Mss.22.1.6 Interview with Ray Good, Mennonite Archives of
Ontario

Access points:

• World War, 1939-1945 - Conscientious objectors (subject)
• Alternative Service - British Columbia (subject)
• Conscientious objection - British Columbia (subject)
• Sawmills (subject)
• Vancouver (British Columbia) (place)

Item: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-18 - A portable saw

Title: A portable saw

ID: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-18

Date: [1942 or 1943] (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Alternative Service workers designing and testing a portable saw near Vancouver. The saw would be
used to cut wood for the winter due to a fuel shortage. See Hist.Mss.22.1_1-15 to 19.

Physical description: 1 photograph

Note [sourcesDescription]:

Portable saw information from Hist.Mss.22.1.6 Interview with Ray Good, Mennonite Archives of
Ontario

Access points:

• World War, 1939-1945 - Conscientious objectors (subject)
• Alternative Service - British Columbia (subject)
• Conscientious objection - British Columbia (subject)
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• Vancouver (British Columbia) (place)

Item: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-19 - Len Bechtel with portable saw

Title: Len Bechtel with portable saw

ID: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-19

Date: [1942 or 1943] (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Alternative Service workers designing and testing a portable saw near Vancouver. The saw would be
used to cut wood for the winter due to a fuel shortage. See Hist.Mss.22.1_1-15 to 19.

Physical description: 1 photograph

Note [sourcesDescription]:

Portable saw information from Hist.Mss.22.1.6 Interview with Ray Good, Mennonite Archives of
Ontario

Access points:

• World War, 1939-1945 - Conscientious objectors (subject)
• Alternative Service - British Columbia (subject)
• Conscientious objection - British Columbia (subject)
• Sawmills (subject)
• Vancouver (British Columbia) (place)

Item: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-20 - Road in the woods

Title: Road in the woods

ID: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-20

Date: [1942 or 1943] (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Caption on back reads: "On the station road."

Physical description: 1 photograph

Access points:

• World War, 1939-1945 - Conscientious objectors (subject)
• Alternative Service - British Columbia (subject)
• Conscientious objection - British Columbia (subject)
• British Columbia (place)
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Item: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-22 - Entrance to Emory Creek camp

Title: Entrance to Emory Creek camp

ID: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-22

Date: 1942 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Caption on back reads: "Entrance to camp, boys coming up the steps, with packs on their back
[making] their way up the mountain trail. Left to right: Martin Wiens, Eddy Dick [Edgar Dyck], Jake
[Jacob] Peters, Jack [John] Boldt, Dan Klassen, Abe Cathcart foreman, Del [Delford Bechtel]."

Physical description: 1 photograph

Access points:

• Bechtel, Delford (subject)
• Wiens, Martin (subject)
• Dyck, Edgar (subject)
• Boldt, John (subject)
• Cathcart, Abe (subject)
• World War, 1939-1945 - Conscientious objectors (subject)
• Alternative Service - British Columbia (subject)
• Conscientious objection - British Columbia (subject)
• Emory Creek Alternative Service Work Camp (Hope, British Columbia) (place)

Item: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-23 - Fred Ray, cook at Emory Creek

Title: Fred Ray, cook at Emory Creek

ID: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-23

Date: 1942 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Caption on back reads: "Fred Ray the cook. Looks strange with his bald head usually has a Jeffs
[chef's?] cap on." Sign in background reads: "Notice: This ground is reserved for Placer Mining by the
Province of British Columbia extending from Emory Creek, south 600 ft. north 2900 ft and easterly
from the Canadian Pacific track one half-mile." Sign is on the "Dominion Provincial Mining Training
Project" gate.

Physical description: 1 photograph

Access points:

• World War, 1939-1945 - Conscientious objectors (subject)
• Alternative Service - British Columbia (subject)

Mennonite Archives of Ontario  Page 15



Hist.Mss.22.1_1 Len Bechtel photograph collection

• Conscientious objection - British Columbia (subject)
• Emory Creek Alternative Service Work Camp (Hope, British Columbia) (place)

Item: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-24 - Dining hall at Lake Cowichan

Title: Dining hall at Lake Cowichan

ID: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-24

Date: [1942 or 1943] (date of creation)

Physical description: 1 photograph

Access points:

• World War, 1939-1945 - Conscientious objectors (subject)
• Alternative Service - British Columbia (subject)
• Conscientious objection - British Columbia (subject)
• Cowichan Alternative Service Work Camp (Lake Cowichan, British Columbia) (place)

Item: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-25 - Len Bechtel with railroad superintendent car

Title: Len Bechtel with railroad superintendent car

ID: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-25

Date: 1942 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Caption on back reads: "Railroad superintendent car taken in front of camp the time they put a new
deck on bridge."

Physical description: 1 photograph

Access points:

• Bechtel, Len (subject)
• World War, 1939-1945 - Conscientious objectors (subject)
• Alternative Service - British Columbia (subject)
• Conscientious objection - British Columbia (subject)
• Emory Creek Alternative Service Work Camp (Hope, British Columbia) (place)

Item: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-26 - Emory Creek camp

Title: Emory Creek camp

ID: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-26

Date: 1942 (date of creation)

Scope and content:
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Caption on back reads: "Kitchen and dining room, meat house and tool shed, whash [wash] house in
distance between meat house and tool shed on picture, also our Bunk house behind tool shed is quite
a bit lower. Picture was taken in front of Ab's [Abe Cathcart's] office which is quite a bit higher than
rest of the camp's, is about same level as railroad." See also: Hist.Mss.1.34.2.2-7_14 .

Physical description: 1 photograph

Access points:

• World War, 1939-1945 - Conscientious objectors (subject)
• Alternative Service - British Columbia (subject)
• Conscientious objection - British Columbia (subject)
• Emory Creek Alternative Service Work Camp (Hope, British Columbia) (place)

Item: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-27 - Jake and George Peters with felled tree

Title: Jake and George Peters with felled tree

ID: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-27

Date: [1942 or 1943] (date of creation)

Scope and content:

See also Hist.Mss.22.1_1-7,8 and 11. Jake (Jacob) and George Peters were brothers from Kitchener,
Ontario.

Physical description: 1 photograph

Access points:

• Peters, Jake (1916-1999) (subject)
• World War, 1939-1945 - Conscientious objectors (subject)
• Alternative Service - British Columbia (subject)
• Conscientious objection - British Columbia (subject)
• British Columbia (place)

Item: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-28 - Hillcrest Logging Mill

Title: Hillcrest Logging Mill

ID: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-28

Date: [1942 or 1943] (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Caption on back reads: "Hill Crest saw mill at entrance to our camp just being built."

Physical description: 1 photograph
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Access points:

• World War, 1939-1945 - Conscientious objectors (subject)
• Alternative Service - British Columbia (subject)
• Conscientious objection - British Columbia (subject)
• Lumbering - British Columbia (subject)
• Lake Cowichan (British Columbia) (place)

Item: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-29 - Woodshed at Lake Cowichan camp

Title: Woodshed at Lake Cowichan camp

ID: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-29

Date: [1942 or 1943] (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Caption on back reads: "At L. Cowichan. Woodhouse to keep wood dry."

Physical description: 1 photograph

Access points:

• World War, 1939-1945 - Conscientious objectors (subject)
• Alternative Service - British Columbia (subject)
• Conscientious objection - British Columbia (subject)
• Cowichan Alternative Service Work Camp (Lake Cowichan, British Columbia) (place)

Item: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-30 - Swimming in Lake Cowichan

Title: Swimming in Lake Cowichan

ID: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-30

Date: [1942 or 1943] (date of creation)

Physical description: 1 photograph

Access points:

• World War, 1939-1945 - Conscientious objectors (subject)
• Alternative Service - British Columbia (subject)
• Conscientious objection - British Columbia (subject)
• Lake Cowichan (British Columbia) (place)

Item: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-31 - Crew tearing up railroad near Lake Cowichan

Title: Crew tearing up railroad near Lake Cowichan
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ID: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-31

Date: [1942 or 1943] (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Group of Alternative Service workers standing in front of a speeder railroad vehicle.

Physical description: 1 photograph

Access points:

• World War, 1939-1945 - Conscientious objectors (subject)
• Alternative Service - British Columbia (subject)
• Conscientious objection - British Columbia (subject)
• Railroads - Ties (subject)
• Cowichan Alternative Service Work Camp (Lake Cowichan, British Columbia) (place)

Item: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-32 - Workshop at Lake Cowichan camp

Title: Workshop at Lake Cowichan camp

ID: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-32

Date: [1942 or 1943] (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Caption on back reads: "Shop at L. Cowichan."

Physical description: 1 photograph

Access points:

• World War, 1939-1945 - Conscientious objectors (subject)
• Alternative Service - British Columbia (subject)
• Conscientious objection - British Columbia (subject)
• Cowichan Alternative Service Work Camp (Lake Cowichan, British Columbia) (place)

Item: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-33 - Hall in Cowichan Alternative Service camp

Title: Hall in Cowichan Alternative Service camp

ID: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-33

Date: 1943 (date of creation)

Scope and content:
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Hist.Mss.22.1_1 Len Bechtel photograph collection

Interior of a building in an Alternative Service camp, probably a recreation hall at Cowichan. Books
are arranged on a wall shelf, and a ping pong table is in the foreground. A pulpit is against one wall
with benches facing it.

Physical description: 1 photograph

Access points:

• World War, 1939-1945 - Conscientious objectors (subject)
• Alternative Service - British Columbia (subject)
• Conscientious objection - British Columbia (subject)
• Cowichan Alternative Service Work Camp (Lake Cowichan, British Columbia) (place)

Item: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-34 - Dining hall at Cowichan camp

Title: Dining hall at Cowichan camp

ID: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-34

Date: [1942 or 1943] (date of creation)

Physical description: 1 photograph

Access points:

• World War, 1939-1945 - Conscientious objectors (subject)
• Alternative Service - British Columbia (subject)
• Conscientious objection - British Columbia (subject)
• Cowichan Alternative Service Work Camp (Lake Cowichan, British Columbia) (place)

Item: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-35 - Bunk house at Cowichan camp

Title: Bunk house at Cowichan camp

ID: Hist.Mss.22.1_1-35

Date: [1942 or 1943] (date of creation)

Physical description: 1 photograph

Access points:

• World War, 1939-1945 - Conscientious objectors (subject)
• Alternative Service - British Columbia (subject)
• Conscientious objection - British Columbia (subject)
• Cowichan Alternative Service Work Camp (Lake Cowichan, British Columbia) (place)
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